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SUBJECT: INDIA'S NUCLEAR POLICIES/DISARMAMENT ISSUES 

1. IN BRIEF CORRIDOR CONVERSATION MAY 18, LEONARD 
ASKED INDIAN PERMREP JAIPAL IP HE HAD ANY CLARIFICATION 
OF PRIMIN DESATS VARIOUS COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR TESTS, 

ESPECIALLY RECENT ONE ON INTERNATIONAL OBSERVATION 
OP ANY INDIAN PNE. JAIPAL SAID THAT DESAI WAS VOICING 
LONG-STANDING INDIAN POLICY OP WILLINGNESS TO HAVE ITS 
PNE'S OBSERVED BY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. HE PERSONALLY 
DOUBTED THAT THERE WERE GOING TO BE ANY MORE INDIAN 
TESTS. HE UNDERLINED THAT DESAI HAD SAID "IF WE 
TEST" AND NOT "WHEN WE TEST." JAIPAL SAID HE 
THOUGHT NEW GOVERNMENT WAS MOVING TO A POSITION IN WHICH 
IT WOULD CONDUCT ITSELP AS IP BOUND BY THE NPT THOUGH 
IT WOULD STILL NOT SIGN THE NPT BECAUSE OP ITS WELL-KNOWN 
OBJECTIONS TO CERTAIN NPT PROVISIONS. HE THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE USEPUL POR US TO "TAKE UP THIS MATTER" 

WITH INDIA. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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2. LEONARD SAID HE HAD BEEN WONDERING IF THIS WAS 
THE CASE, BUT HAD THOUGHT NEW AMBASSADOR SHOULD 
PERHAPS MOVE DELIBERATELY, BUILDING SOME RELATIONSHIP WITH 
POREIGN MINISTER AND PRIME MINISTER FIRST ON OTHER LESS 
SENSITIVE QUESTIONS. JAIPAL INTERVENED TO URGE THAT 
MATTER NOT RPT NOT BE TAKEN UP WITH POREIGN MINISTER BUT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ONLY DIRECTLY WITH DESAI. HE EXPLAINED THAT ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMES UNDER PRIME MINISTER BUT HIS MANNER SUGGESTED 
THAT HE MAY FEAR VAJPAYEE IS LESS SYMPATHETIC TO 
POSITIVE REVISIONS IN INDIA'S NUCLEAR POLICIES. 

3. COMMENT: JAIPAL HAS BEEN VERY DIFFERENT PERSON SINCE 
INDIAN ELECTION, MOST HELPFUL ON OUR SOUTHERN AFRICA 
PROBLEMS AND APPARENTLY DESIROUS OF MOVING INDIA IN 
BETTER DIRECTION ON DISARMAMENT ISSUES. HIS RECENT SPEECH 
IN SSOD PREPCOM THOUGH CAUTIOUS AND VAGUE HAD SEVERAL 
ELEMENTS WE WOULD NOT LIKELY HAVE SEEN IN AN INDIAN 
DOCUMENT SIX MONTHS AGO. (TEXT BEING POUCHED TO DEPT.) 

IF DEPT CONSIDERS AN APPROACH TO DESAI BY AMB GOHEEN TO BE 
DESIRABLE WE URGE THAT USUN BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO 
COMMENT ON ITS MAIN LINES. 

LEONARD 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO ACDA. 
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